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sea. But the river Peneus (the Salambria of the modern map)
cut itself a road-bed through the famous valley of Tempc, and
the vast Thessalian lake emptied itself into the Gulf of Salonika
and became dry land. As for Thessaly, the granary of ancient
Greece, the Turks neglected it, as they neglected everything, not
so much through wickedness of heart as that hopeless Moham-
medan inertia which answers all questions of immediate practical
importance with a shrug of the shoulder and a brief " What is
the use? " And as soon as the Turks had been driven out, the
Greek money-lenders got hold of the peasants and continued
where the others had left off. To-day Thessaly is growing
tobacco. It has one harbour, Volo, from which the Argonauts
set forth on their quest of the Golden Fleece. It also has one
industrial town and railway centre, Larissa.
As a matter of curiosity and in order to show how strangely
people got intermingled in the olden days, I might mention that
this city in the heart of the Greek land of Thessaly has a negro
quarter of its own. The Turks, who did not care who got killed
fighting their battles for them, had impprted several regiments of
Sudanese natives from their Egyptian possessions to help them
suppress the great Greek uprising of 1821-1829. Larissa was their
headquarters during that war and after the war the poor Sudaaesc
were forgotten. They remained stranded and they arc still there.
But you will meet with stranger things than that ere we get
through. You will hear of Red Indians in northern Africa and
Jews in eastern China and horses on an uninhabited island in the
Atlantic Ocean. This much for the benefit of the * pure race'
enthusiasts.
From Thessaly we cross the Pindus Mountains into the Epirus.
This mountain-range, as high as the Balkans, has always been
a barrier between the Epirus and the rest of Greece. Why
Aristotle should have identified this part of the world with the
original home of the human race will ever remain a mystery, for
it is a poverty-stricken country of high hills and wandering herds
of cattle, without harbours or decent roads. Of its early popula-
tion little remained when the Romans on one of their campaigns
sold 150,000 Epirotes into slavery. But two parts of the Epirus,